A MIGHTY ROAR FROM THE HILL

Bukit Lanjan, an Orang Asli school tucked aw:
clave of urban Damansara Perdana just out
capital, is a winner in ¢
won and created history at the nation’s first national edition
ofthe All Asli Under- 12 Rugby Championship in September
2019, Nine schools from Selangor, Pahang, Perak and Kelan
tan took part in the competition held at the Desa T
Community field.

Sport is just one aspect of their success story. Once des-
tined to drop out of school, the Bukit Lanjan children have
made an amazing wrnaround since the intervention by
MyKasih's Love My School programme in 2014, The educa-
tion bursary enabled the children to buy stationery, books,
uniformsand foodatthe school bookshopand canteenusing
the MyKasih smartcard

Theimpact wasimmediate. That Year Six pupil
Mohamad Lugman Nazri scored all Asin the UPSR examir
tion — the first for his co nd for his school since
it was founded 60 years ago. Lugman wi
his district in shot putt and high jump, became |
and took on les
and his sports house.

By 2016, Bukit Lanjan teachers were reporting a dramatic
increase inattendance and unprecedented interestin studies
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on o represent

ad prefect

{ership roles in the school’s English Club

and sport, For the first time, all the children were adequartely
equipped for school
and theteachers —already highly dedicated -
Soon the school’s Parent Teacher Associ;
with events involving pupils and parents.

The Bukit Lanjan school is a classic example of how in
tervention can change destinies. When Dialog Group moved
its headquarters to Mutiara Damansara in 2014, its executive
chairman Tan Sri Dr Ngau Boon Keatand hiswife Puan Sri Jean
learnt of the Orang Asli community in their new neighbour-
hood. Itsoon became clear thatacademically, the children at
thecommunityschooldid poorly, ifthevatended schoolatall.

MyKasih began the Love My School bur: then intro-
duced a series of programmes to boost the children’s aca
nd itworked.

d sport. The parents got excited too,
wereinspired.

1 became busy

demic, sports and co-curricular performanc

Overtime, Jeanobserved thatdueto povertyand theirremote
locations, Orang Asli children across the country had a high
dropout rate. Unattended, they would be left behind com-
pletelyasthe country moved forward. Thatinspired MyKasih
Foundation's Orang Asli Children’s Education Fund, which
has already directed some RM2 million to programmes not
supported by the student bursary. These include field trips
and study camps.

In the last two years, this fund has supported eight Orang
Asli Community Le: 1 Centres, set up by the comr
nities themselves in their villages. These are usually simple
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wooden buildings with teachers from
address the children whose education is already disrupted.
Aidincludes booksand stationery to help with literacy. Inad

dition, they are taught basic cooking clables
and are exposed to various farming techniques. The majori-
ty are primary schoolchildren but at some centres, there are
OIS e

nd 1o grow v

1gers who had dropped out of school for v
sons, among them, the long distance to school and a lil\-hh‘
of hostels. In most centres, adults are allowed to attend the
reading and writing classes. Atendance is high as these are
unity-initiated centres. 0

Amirul Mukminin, a pupil of SK Siong, Baling, demanstrating the Lego Mind Storm Education EV3 robotics set at the launch of the Northern
Corndor Implementation Authority’s Human Capital Pragramme



